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1
REGISTERED REFLECTIVE ELEMENT FOR
A BRIGHTNESS ENHANCED TIR DISPLAY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation 61/822,810 filed on May 13, 2013, the entirety of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This application pertains to frustration of total internal
reflection (TIR) in high brightness, wide viewing angle dis-
plays of the type described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,885,496; 6,891,
658; 7,286,280, 7,760,417 and 8,040,591, all of which are
incorporated herein by reference for background. More par-
ticularly, this application pertains to enhancing the brightness
in TIR-based displays.

BACKGROUND

FIG. 1 depicts a portion of a prior art reflective (i.e. front-
lit) frustrated total internal reflection (TIR) modulated dis-
play 10 of the type described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,885,496;
6,891,658; 7,760,417 and 8,040,591. These patents describe
an entirely new design of the outward sheet that was previ-
ously described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,959,777; 5,999,307,
6,064,784, 6,215,920, 6,304,365; 6,384,979; 6,437,921,
6,452,734 and 6,574,025 which comprised of, for example,
various spatially uniform prism structures, dielectric light
fibers, parallel, and perpendicular and interleaved structures.
As a result of the closely packed, spherical or hemi-spherical
beaded, outward sheet design first described in patents ‘496’
and ‘658’, the practical angular viewing range of frustrated
TIR or other reflective display methods was increased. The
new design offers semi-retro-reflective gain, whereby light
rays which are incident on the surface of the convex protru-
sions in the shape of hemispherical beads are reflected back
(but not exactly retro-reflected) toward the light source;
which means that the reflection is enhanced when the light
source is overhead and slightly behind the viewer, and that the
reflected light has a diffuse characteristic giving it a white
appearance, which is desirable in reflective display applica-
tions.

Display 10 in FIG. 1 includes a transparent outward sheet
12 formed by partially embedding a large plurality of high
refractive index (e.g. m;>~1.90) transparent spherical or
approximately spherical beads (it is noted that said spherical
or approximately spherical beads may also be “hemi-spheri-
cal beads” or “hemi-beads” or “beads” or “hemi-spherical
protrusions” or “hemi-spheres” or “convex protrusions” and
these terms may be used interchangeably) 14 in the inward
surface of a high refractive index (e.g. m,~m,) polymeric
material 16 having a flat outward viewing surface 17 which
viewer V observes through an angular range of viewing direc-
tions Y. The “inward” and “outward” directions are indicated
by double-headed arrow Z. Beads 14 are packed closely
together to form an inwardly projecting monolayer 18 having
a thickness approximately equal to the diameter of one of
beads 14. Ideally, each one of beads 14 touches all of the
beads immediately adjacent to that one bead. Minimal inter-
stitial gaps (ideally, no gaps) remain between adjacent beads.

An electro-active TIR-frustrating medium 20 is maintained
adjacent the portions of beads 14 which protrude inwardly
from material 16 by containment of medium 20 within a
reservoir 22 defined by lower sheet 24. An inert, low refrac-
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2

tive index (i.e. less than about 1.35), low viscosity, electri-
cally insulating liquid such as, but not limited to, Fluorinert™
perfluorinated hydrocarbon liquid (m5~1.27) available from
3M, St. Paul, Minn. is a suitable fluid for the medium 20.
Other liquids such as Novec™ also available from 3M may
also be used as the fluid for medium 20. A bead:liquid TIR
interface is thus formed. Medium 20 contains a finely dis-
persed suspension of light scattering and/or absorptive par-
ticles 26 such as inorganic or organic pigments, dyes, dyed or
otherwise scattering/absorptive silica or latex particles, etc.
Sheet 24’s optical characteristics are relatively unimportant
as sheet 24 need only form a reservoir for containment of
electro-active TIR-frustrating medium 20 and particles 26,
and serve as a support for backplane electrode 48.

Inthe absence of TIR-frustrating activity, as is illustrated to
the right of dashed line 28 in FIG. 1, a substantial fraction of
the light rays passing through sheet 12 and beads 14 under-
goes TIR at the inward side of beads 14. For example, repre-
sentative incident light rays 30 and 32 are refracted through
material 16 and beads 14. The light rays undergo TIR two or
more times at the bead:liquid TIR interface, as indicated at
points 34 and 36 in the case of ray 30; and indicated at points
38 and 40 in the case of ray 32. The totally internally reflected
rays are then reflected back through beads 14 and material 16
and emerge as rays 42 and 44 respectively, achieving a
“white” appearance in each reflection region or pixel.

A voltage can be applied across medium 20 via electrodes
46 and 48 which can for example be applied by, for example,
vapor-deposition to the inwardly protruding surface portion
of'beads 14 and to the outward surface of sheet 24. Electrode
46 is transparent and substantially thin to minimize its inter-
ference with light rays at the bead:liquid TIR interface. Back-
plane electrode 48 need not be transparent. If TIR-frustrating
medium 20 is activated by actuating voltage source 50 to
apply a voltage between electrodes 46 and 48 as illustrated to
the left of dashed line 28, suspended particles 26 are electro-
phoretically moved into the region where the evanescent
wave is relatively intense (i.e. within about 0.25 micron of the
inward surfaces of inwardly protruding beads 14, or closer).
When electrophoretically moved as aforesaid, particles 26
scatter or absorb light, thus frustrating or modulating TIR by
modifying the imaginary and possibly the real component of
the effective refractive index at the bead:liquid TIR interface.
This is illustrated by light rays 52 and 54 which are scattered
and/or absorbed as they strike particles 26 inside the thin
evanescent wave region at the bead:liquid TIR interface, as
indicated at points 56 and 58 respectively, thus achieving a
“dark” appearance in each TIR-frustrated non-reflective
absorption region or pixel. Particles 26 need only be moved
outside the thin evanescent wave region, by suitably actuating
voltage source 50, in order to restore the TIR capability of the
bead:liquid TIR interface and convert each “dark’ non-reflec-
tive absorption region or pixel to a “white” reflection region
or pixel.

As described above, the net optical characteristics of out-
ward sheet 12 can be controlled by controlling the voltage
applied across medium 20 via electrodes 46 and 48. The
electrodes can be segmented to electrophoretically control
the particles suspended in the TIR frustrating, low refractive
index medium 20 across separate regions or pixels of sheet
12, thus forming an image.

As shown in FIGS. 2A-2G of a closer examination of an
individual hemi-bead 60, reflectance of a the hemi-bead 60 is
maintained over a broad range of incidence angles, thus
enhancing display 10’s wide angular viewing characteristic
and its apparent brightness. For example, FIG. 2A shows
hemi-bead 60 as seen from perpendicular incidence—that is,



US 9,280,029 B2

3

from an incidence angle offset 0° from the perpendicular and
r is the radius of the hemispherical bead. In this case, the
portion 80 of hemi-bead 60 appears as an annulus. The annu-
lus is depicted as white, corresponding to the fact that this is
the region of hemi-bead 60 which reflects incident light rays
by TIR, as aforesaid. The annulus surrounds a circular region
82 which is depicted as dark, also referred to as the “pupil”,
corresponding to the fact that this is the non-reflective region
ot hemi-bead 60 within which incident rays pass through and
may be absorbed and do not undergo TIR. FIGS. 2B-2G show
hemi-bead 60 as seen from incident angles which are respec-
tively offset 15°,30°, 45°, 60°, 75°, and 90° from the perpen-
dicular. Comparison of FIGS. 2B-2G with FIG. 2A reveals
that the observed area of reflective portion 80 ot hemi-bead 60
decreases only gradually as the incidence angle increases.
Even at near glancing incidence angles (e.g. FIG. 2F) an
observer will still see a substantial part of reflective portion
80, thus giving display 10 shown in FIG. 1 a wide angular
viewing range over which high apparent brightness is main-
tained.

SUMMARY

The reflective, white annular region 80 surrounding the
non-reflective, dark circular region 82 shown in FIGS. 2A-2G
presents a problem sometimes referred to as the “dark pupil”
problem which reduces the reflectance of the display. The
display’s performance is further reduced by transparent elec-
trode 46, which may be formed by provision of a transparent
conductive coating on hemi-beads 14 as shown in FIG. 1.
Such coatings typically absorb about 5% to 10% of the inci-
dent light. Since a TIR light ray typically reflects several
times, this can make it difficult to achieve efficient reflection.
The dark pupil problem can be addressed by reflecting light
rays back towards hemi-beads 14 (i.e. “recycling”) which
pass through the non-reflective, dark circular region of any of
the plurality of hemi-beads 14 in display 10 in FIG. 1. The
invention described in this application is directed to “recy-
cling” of such light rays to enhance the brightness in TIR-
based displays.

An embodiment of the invention describes the addition of
areflective element comprising of, for example, an apertured,
insulating membrane facing the surface of convex protrusions
in the shape of hemi-beads or hemi-spheres further compris-
ing a conductive coating which additionally avoids the need
for a transparent conductive coating on the hemi-spherical
surface. The membrane with a reflective and conductive layer
facing the inward hemi-bead/hemi-spherical surface is sub-
stantially registered with the circular regions of the hemi-
beads such that when light rays that pass through the dark
pupil region of the outward sheet comprising of a hemi-bead/
hemi-spherical inward surface during the light state of the
TIR display are recycled and reflected back to the viewer. A
method to fabricate said registered and reflective membrane
is additionally described herein.

The foregoing examples of the related art and limitations
related thereto are intended to be illustrative and not exclu-
sive. Other limitations of the related art will become apparent
to those of skill in the art upon a reading of the specification
and a study of the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments are illustrated in referenced fig-
ures of the drawings. It is intended that the embodiments and
figures disclosed herein are to be considered illustrative rather
than restrictive.
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FIG. 1is a greatly enlarged, not to scale, fragmented cross-
sectional side elevation view, of a portion of a TIR frustrated
or modulated prior art reflective image display.

FIGS. 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F and 2G depict the hemi-bead
or hemi-sphere, as seen from viewing angles which are offset
0°, 15°, 30°, 45°, 60°, 75° and 90° respectively from the
perpendicular.

FIG. 3 depicts a TIR display in the light state (left of the
dotted line) and dark state (right of the dotted line) with an
unregistered reflective membrane where light rays pass
through the dark pupil regions and are lost by escaping
through the apertures.

FIG. 4 depicts a TIR display in the light state (left of the
dotted line) and dark state (right of the dotted line) wherein a
reflective element comprising a membrane with a thin metal
reflective and conductive coating is substantially registered
(i.e. aligned) with the pupil of each hemi-sphere in the hemi-
spherical inward surface such that light rays that pass through
the pupils are reflected back through the pupils and back
towards the viewer.

FIGS. 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D depict an idealized process to
partially fabricate a display with a membrane with a thin
metal conductive reflective coating aligned to the pupils of the
hemi-spherical protrusions in the hemi-spherical inward sur-
face.

FIGS. 6A, 6B and 6C depict the remaining process steps to
fabricate a display with a membrane with a thin metal reflec-
tive and conductive coating aligned to the pupils of the hemi-
spherical protrusions in the hemi-spherical inward surface.

FIG. 7 is a top view of a portion of the patterned and etched
porous membrane with a reflective and conductive thin metal
layer showing a plurality of apertures in an ordered array.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Throughout the following description specific details are
set forth in order to provide a more thorough understanding to
persons skilled in the art. However, well known elements may
not have been shown or described in detail to avoid unneces-
sarily obscuring the disclosure. Accordingly, the description
and drawings are to be regarded in an illustrative, rather than
a restrictive, sense.

FIG. 3 depicts a cross-section of display 100 comprising of
atransparent outer sheet 102 further comprising of a plurality
of inwardly protruding convex protrusions in the shape of
hemi-spheres 104 forming a contoured surface 106. As
depicted, display 100°s hemi-spherical surface 106 is formed
integrally with display 100’s transparent outer sheet 102,
whereas prior art display 10’s hemi-spherical surface is
formed by a closely packed layer of discrete beads 14 par-
tially embedded in sheet 12. Either form or other similar
hemi-spherical surface structure can be used. It should be
noted forthwith that hemi-spherical protrusions may also be
described more generally as convex protrusions and is cov-
ered by the invention described herein. It is not intended to
limit the invention described herein by using the term hemi-
spherical protrusions or hemi-spheres, but simply to be more
descriptive of an optional shape of the convex protrusions
illustrated in the drawings.

Display 100 in FIG. 3 further comprises a thin electrically
insulating membrane 108 placed between the hemi-spherical
surface 106 and a backplane electrode 110. Membrane 108
may be formed of a polymeric material such as, but not
limited to, Mylar® or polycarbonate, or some other material
such as metal or glass. Membrane 108 further comprises a
thin metal layer 112 on the outward side of membrane 108
which faces the hemi-spherical surface 106 acting as both an
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electrode and a light ray reflector. Membrane 108 is a con-
tinuous (represented by dotted lines 114 to imply a continu-
ous layer) and apertured porous material. The metal layer 112
is also continuous (represented by dotted lines 116 to imply a
continuous layer) and apertured like the membrane 108 such
that apertures 118 penetrate both the metal layer and mem-
brane 108. Display 100 contains a low refractive index
medium 120 maintained between and adjacent the hemi-
spherical surface 106 and backplane electrode 110. Sus-
pended within the medium 120 are light absorbing, electro-
phoretically mobile particles 122 that can pass through
apertures 118 in membrane 108, as display 100’s pixels are
selectively switched between the light reflecting TIR state
depicted on the left side of the vertical dotted line in FIG. 3
and the dark or light absorbing frustrated TIR state depicted
on the right side of the vertical dotted line in FIG. 3.

In the light reflecting state showed to the left of the vertical
dotted line in FIG. 3, particles 122 are attracted to and accu-
mulate at the backplane electrode 110. In the light absorbing
or dark state as shown to the right of the vertical dotted line in
FIG. 3, particles 122 are attracted to the metal layer 112 atop
membrane 108 and adjacent the hemi-spherical surface 106
where TIR is frustrated thus preventing light being reflected
outwardly through the dark pupil region of the hemi-spherical
protrusions or hemi-beads which form the hemi-spherical
surface 106.

More particularly, in the light reflecting state, a substantial
fraction of the light rays passing through the transparent
outward sheet 102 undergo total internal reflection (TIR) at
the inward side of the hemi-spherical surface 106. For
example, the incident light ray 124 is refracted through sheet
102 and hemi-spherical surface 106. The ray undergoes TIR
two or more times at the hemi-spherical:liquid TIR interface
as indicated (This is also depicted in FIG. 1 for display 10 by
light rays 30 and 32). The totally internally reflected ray is
then refracted back through the hemi-spherical surface 106
and sheet 102 and emerges as ray 126 achieving a “white”
appearance of display 100.

Other incident light rays, such as representative rays 128,
are “lost” in the sense that they do not emerge outwardly from
display 100. For example as depicted on the left side of the
vertical dotted line in FIG. 3, representative light rays 128
may instead pass through the apertures 118 of membrane 108
and may be, for example, absorbed or redirected in a non-
semi-retro-reflective manner at an inner wall portion of the
aperture 118 or be absorbed by the particles 122 that are
accumulated at the backplane electrode 110.

A switchable voltage can be applied across the low refrac-
tive index medium 120 containing light absorbing electro-
phoretically mobile particles 122 via electrodes 110 and 112.
When a pixel of display 100 is switched into the light absorb-
ing or dark state as depicted to the right of the dotted line in
FIG. 3, particles 122 are electrophoretically moved through
the apertures 118 of membrane 108 toward front electrode
112. The particles form a relatively thick layer on electrode
112, such that particles make optical contact with the inward
side of the hemi-spherical surface 106, thus frustrating TIR
(i.e. particles 122 are within about 500 nm of the hemi-
spherical surface 106, or closer). The particles 122 that have
been moved electrophoretically adjacent the hemi-spherical
surface 106 scatter or absorb light, by modifying the imagi-
nary and possibly the real component of the effective refrac-
tive index at the hemi-spherical:liquid TIR interface. This is
illustrated by representative light rays 130 which are scattered
and/or absorbed as they strike particles 122 inside the eva-
nescent wave region at the hemi-spherical:liquid TIR inter-
face, thus achieving a “dark” appearance in each non-reflec-
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6

tive absorption region or pixel (This is also further
represented in display 10 in FIG. 1 by light rays 52 and 54).

The net optical characteristics of display 100 can be con-
trolled by a voltage source 132 controlling the voltage applied
across the low refractive index liquid 120 via electrodes 110
and 112. The electrodes can be segmented to control the
electrophoretic movement of the particles 122 suspended in
liquid 120 across separate regions or pixels of hemi-spherical
surface 106, thus forming an image.

The reflectance of the membrane depends on both the
degree of porosity and the intrinsic reflectance of the coating
material. The selection of porosity and intrinsic reflectance
would depend, for example, on desired speed and overall
desired reflectance as well as cost and material implications.
The intrinsic reflectance of the coating material may range
from about 75% to about 95%, and the porosity range from
about 10% to about 50%. This means that the upper level of
the reflectance may be about 86% (0.95x0.90) and the lower
level would be about 38% (0.75%0.5). In one exemplary
embodiment, each hemisphere in the hemi-spherical surface
106 may have a diameter of at least about 2 microns. Mem-
brane 108 may be a flat sheet approximately 10 microns thick,
perforated with about 10 micron apertures 118 spaced on
roughly 30 micron centers, such that the area fraction of
apertures 118 in membrane 108 is at least about 10% and up
to about 50%. Metal layer 112 may be formed on membrane
108 by coating membrane 108’s outward surface with a
reflective conductive material such as a vacuum deposited
thin metal film comprised of, but not limited to, aluminum,
gold or silver. Such an embodiment of membrane 108 is about
80% reflective (i.e. approximately 80% of the light rays inci-
dent on membrane 108 do not encounter one of apertures 118
and are reflected by metal layer 112).

Backplane 134 (which bears planar backplane electrode
110) may be a conventional thin film transistor (TFT) array.
Appropriate relative spacing and alignment of transparent
outward sheet 102, membrane 108 and rear electrode layer
110 can be achieved by providing spacer beads and/or spacers
(not shown).

In the reflective state shown on the left side of the vertical
dotted line in FIG. 3, typically about half of the light rays
incident on sheet 102 are reflected by TIR. The remaining
light rays reach membrane 108 and 80% of those rays are
reflected by metal layer 112 where a net total reflectance of
about 85% may be achieved. Furthermore, if membrane 108
is positioned approximately at the focal plane of hemi-spheri-
cal surface 106, metal layer 112 will retro-reflect light rays,
achieving an optical gain enhancement for all of the reflected
light rays, and yielding an effective reflectance of up to 200%
in lighting environments where the primary source of illumi-
nation directs light onto the outward surface of outward sheet
102 from overhead (i.e. from above the display viewer’s
head) or somewhat from behind, rather than the primary
source of illumination being positioned in front of the viewer.

The apertured porous membrane 108 with the reflective
electrode coating 112 depicted in FIG. 3 is non-registered or
non-aligned to the convex hemi-spherical protrusions of the
hemi-spherical surface 106. This allows some of apertures
118 to be aligned or partially aligned immediately below the
pupil of each hemi-sphere. As a result, light rays that pass
through the transparent outward sheet 102 and through the
hemi-spherical surface 106 are lost as they pass through the
apertures 118 and, for example, are absorbed or redirected in
anon-semi-retro-reflective manner by the inner portion of an
aperture wall or by the particles 122 accumulated at the back-
plane electrode 110 or by particles 122 that may be suspended
in the low refractive index medium 120. Ideally, in order to
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minimize the amount of light rays that pass through the dark
center or “pupil” of each hemi-sphere at the hemi-spherical
surface 106 that are not recycled and are “lost” a preferred
embodiment is to have the membrane 108 registered with the
dark centers or pupils of each hemi-bead or hemi-spherical
protrusion such that no apertures 118 are aligned or partially
aligned below a hemi-bead or hemi-sphere pupil. Instead it is
preferred to have each pupil substantially aligned with a por-
tion of membrane 108 that is coated with the reflective elec-
trode 112 such that light rays that pass through the dark center
or pupil of each hemi-bead or hemi-sphere strikes the reflec-
tive electrode 112 and are reflected back or recycled through
the pupils of the hemi-spherical surface 106 and back to the
viewer creating a second mode of reflectance. Another
description of this invention is to have very low porosity
regions of the membrane 108 below the pupils to prevent light
rays being lost in the display and high porosity elsewhere to
allow for an unimpeded high rate of particle 122 movement
between electrodes 110 and 112.

FIG. 4 depicts a display 200 similar to display 100 except
each hemi-spherical dark center or pupil is no longer aligned
with an aperture 118 directly below as shown in FIG. 3.
Instead, in display 200 in FIG. 4 each pupil within the plural-
ity of hemi-spherical protrusions 204 is substantially aligned
with a portion of the continuous porous membrane 208 (dot-
ted lines 214 imply a continuous membrane layer) that is
coated with a continuous conductive reflective coating 212
(dotted lines 216 imply a continuous reflective layer) com-
posed, for example, a metal. On the left side of the dotted line
in display 200 is depicted the light or TIR state where the
particles 222 are accumulated at the backplane electrode 210
by application of the appropriate voltage by a voltage source
232 across the low refractive index medium 220 with sus-
pended electrophoretically mobile particles 222. Light rays,
such as representative light ray 224, undergoes TIR and
emerges as retro-reflected light ray 226. In display 100 in
FIG. 3, light rays 128 that are not totally internally reflected
but instead pass through the dark center or pupil of the hemi-
bead orhemi-sphere and subsequently pass through apertures
118 aligned below the pupils of the hemi-spherical protru-
sions are not recycled and are lost by absorption or redirected
in a non-semi-retro-reflective manner by the inner wall of the
apertures or by the particles 122 accumulated at the back-
plane electrode 110 or by some other means. In contrast in
display 200 in FIG. 4, membrane 208 with conductive reflec-
tive coating 212 is substantially aligned directly below the
hemi-sphere pupils where incident light rays 228 are instead
returned as reflected light rays 229 by the conductive reflec-
tive coating 212 back through the dark centers or pupils of the
hemi-spheres and back to the viewer resulting in recycling of
the light rays and an overall increase in reflectance and bright-
ness of the display as previously mentioned above.

On the right side of the dotted line in display 200 in FIG. 4
depicts the frustrated TIR or dark state of the display. An
electric field of opposite polarity to that creating the light state
on the left side of the dotted line is applied by voltage source
232 across the front 212 and rear electrode 210 (rear electrode
supported by backplane 234) to electrophoretically move par-
ticles 222 through apertures 218 towards the front electrode
and within the evanescent region at the hemi-spherical sur-
face 206 to frustrate TIR. Light rays 230 are thus absorbed as
they pass through sheet 202 to the hemi-sphere:liquid TIR
interface. The rear electrode and backplane structure may be
comprised of a TFT array. Additionally, display 200 (or dis-
play 100) may further comprise a color filter array situated on
the outward surface of sheet 202 (or on outward surface of
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sheet 102) of red, green and blue or cyan, magenta and yellow
sub-pixels. Display 200 may further comprise a front light.

Ideally, one method to improve the alignment of the reflec-
tive electrode coated membrane 212 to the hemi-sphere
pupils is to physically align or register the porous apertured
membrane 208 comprising of a top metal layer 212 with the
hemi-sphere pupils such that the coated membrane 208 is
substantially directly below each hemi-sphere pupil as
depicted in display 200 in FIG. 4. This may be difficult to
assemble especially for a color display comprising of a color
filter array where the hemi-spheres will likely need to be
about 10 microns or less in diameter. Photolithography, also
referred to as ultra-violet (UV) lithography or optical lithog-
raphy, is a process to micro-fabricate patterns of thin films of
metals or other materials with precise dimensions as small as
tens of nanometers and may be utilized to align the pupils
with an apertured porous membrane. The following is a non-
limiting example of a photolithographic process to fabricate
an aligned system as depicted in display 200 in FIG. 4. A
uniform and continuous non-porous membrane 308 is coated
on each side with a thin conductive reflective metal coating
with metal layer 312 facing the inward hemi-spherical surface
306 and thin metal layer 319 facing the backplane electrode
surface 310 as shown in display 300 in FIG. SA. Thin metal
coatings 312 and 319 may be the same composition of metal
or may be different metals. Metal coatings 312 and 319 addi-
tionally may be the same or different thicknesses. For
example, if the metal layer 319 facing the backplane electrode
310 is present to protect membrane 308 during the photolitho-
graphic process, it may only be necessary that this rear metal
layer 319 is much thinner than the top metal layer 312 to
reduce the etch time and amount of etchant used to remove
metal layer 319. By metal layers 312 and 319 being of differ-
ent composition, etchants may be chosen to selectively and
sequentially remove the metal layers.

On top of thin metal coating 312 is coated a light-sensitive
chemical photoresist 315. A variety of methods may be
employed to coat the photoresist 315 such as, but not limited
to, spin coating or spray coating. The metal-membrane-
metal-photoresist layered structure 319-308-312-315 is
placed between the hemi-spherical inward surface 306 and
the backplane electrode 310 (with backplane support 334)
such that the side of the structure with the photoresist top coat
315 directly faces the hemi-spherical surface 306 of the
inward sheet 302 comprising of the plurality of hemi-spheres
304 as shown in FIG. 5A.

The photoresist layer 315 is irradiated with a high intensity
light source 321 such as near UV or UV light that is partially
collimated and perpendicular to the photoresist later 315
through each hemi-sphere dark center or pupil. All other light
not striking the pupil region will be totally internally reflected
and not contribute to striking the photoresist surface. The
photoresist layer 315 undergoes a chemical change only
where the light passes through the plurality of hemi-sphere
pupils and interacts with the photoresist layer 315 creating a
patterned structure. The photoresist layer 315 is then devel-
oped and rinsed with a chemical solution (i.e. developer) such
that the regions not exposed to the high intensity light rays
321 are washed, rinsed or stripped away and removed to leave
a patterned photoresist layer 315 as shown in FIG. 5B (Dotted
lines 317 imply the photoresist layer is continuous). This
process described herein is a negative photoresist process. A
positive photoresist process may also be used where the area
stricken by the high intensity light rays are instead washed
away.

The next step in an idealized process to create an aligned
reflective membrane with the hemi-sphere pupils is to etch
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away the top metal layer 312 that is exposed and not protected
by the patterned photoresist layer 315 as is shown in FIG. 5C.
In this example, a selective etchant is chosen to only etch the
top metal layer 312 and leave the bottom metal layer 319
unaffected. A portion of the still uniform and continuous
membrane 308 is exposed as shown in FIG. 5C. Another
method that may be used if top and bottom metal layers 312
and 319, respectively, are of the same chemical composition
is to use a thicker bottom metal layer 319 than top metal layer
312. The etchant will remove top metal layer 312 located
adjacent the hemi-spherical surface 306 that is exposed and
not covered by the photoresist layer 315 first before the bot-
tom metal layer 319 is etched away. More particularly, if top
metal layer 312, for example, is 4 microns in thickness and
bottom metal layer 319 is 8 microns in thickness, etching both
sides with the same chemical etchant for the same amount of
time at the same rate such that the top metal layer 312 is
sufficiently etched away to remove a film of 4 microns, this
would leave the bottom metal layer 319 thickness after etch-
ing of about 4 microns thick to be etched at a later time.

The exposed continuous membrane 308 is then etched with
a second etchant to leave a continuous porous membrane 308
(represented by dotted lines 314 to imply a continuous layer)
with apertures 318 as shown in FIG. 5D. The etchant used to
remove the exposed portions of membrane 308 and leave a
porous membrane structure may selectively etch away only
the membrane which is comprised of a material that may be
etched with, for example, an organic solvent or water.

The final etch step is to remove the thin bottom metal layer
319 shown in display 300 in FIG. 6 A that faces the backplane
electrode 310 leaving a structure found in FIG. 6B. The
remaining photoresist layer 315 is stripped away using a
chemical stripper that either dissolves the photoresist and or
alters the adhesion of the remaining photoresist 315 to the
patterned thin top metal layer 312 such that it can easily be
removed to form a display 300 that has an apertured mem-
brane with apertures 318 comprising of a reflective conduc-
tive layer 312 aligned below each dark center or pupil of each
hemi-sphere on the inward facing hemi-spherical surface 306
comprised of a plurality of hemi-spheres 304 as shown in
FIG. 6C.

The view of the etched membrane structure 308 with thin
metal layer 312 shown in FIG. 6C is a cross section. Dotted
lines 314 imply that the membrane structure is a single con-
tinuous layer and dotted lines 316 imply the metal layer is also
continuous. A better view of the final etched membrane:metal
structure 308:312 is shown in FIG. 7. FIG. 7 illustrates an
overhead or top view of the etched membrane:metal structure
308:312 looking onto the top metal layer 312 showing a
plurality of apertures 318 in an idealized ordered array cor-
responding to the plurality of dark centers or pupils of the
hemi-spheres within the hemi-spherical layer 304 of front
sheet 302. Said membrane structure has a thin conductive
metal layer 312 on top of the membrane 308 preferably facing
the hemi-spherical surface 306.

The display 300 shown in FIG. 6C may be further filled
with a low refractive index or other common refractive index
liquid medium with suspended light absorbing electro-
phoretically mobile particles as shown in display 200 in FIG.
4 along with additional performance enhancing additives
such as, but not limited to, viscosity modifiers and particle
stabilizers. The display would be driven by a voltage source.
Spacers or spacer beads may additionally be added. The dis-
play 300 shown in FIG. 6C may also alternatively be filled
with a gas such as air or carbon dioxide and electrophoreti-
cally mobile particles.
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In the display embodiments described herein, they may be
used in applications such as in, but not limited to, electronic
book readers, portable computers, tablet computers, wear-
ables, cellular telephones, smart cards, signs, watches, shelf
labels, flash drives and outdoor billboards or outdoor signs.

While a number of exemplary aspects and embodiments
have been discussed above, those skilled in the art will rec-
ognize certain modifications, permutations, additions and
sub-combinations thereof. The above description of a frus-
tratable TIR-based display with a substantially registered and
aligned reflective element to reflect light passing through the
dark pupil regions and a process to fabricate said frustratable
TIR display with an aligned conductive reflective porous
membrane to maximize the reflectance and brightness of the
display and improve the overall performance of said TIR
display is intended to be construed in an illustrative and not
limitative sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure, the display comprising:

a transparent sheet comprising a plurality of transparent
convex or hemi-spherical protrusions on the inward side
of said sheet;

a backplane electrode;

a reflective element that is substantially aligned or regis-
tered below the dark center or pupil of each said convex
or hemi-spherical protrusion to prevent light rays pass-
ing through said pupils from not substantially being
recycled and reflected back to the display;

a low refractive index medium between the convex or
hemi-spherical surface and backplane electrode;

a plurality of light absorbing electrophoretically mobile
particles suspended in the low refractive index medium;
and

a voltage source for applying a voltage across said low
refractive index medium with said suspended light
absorbing electrophoretically mobile particles, between
the light reflecting electrode and the backplane elec-
trode.

2. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 1, wherein the reflec-
tive element is an apertured membrane comprising a conduc-
tive reflective coating acting as a front electrode substantially
aligned or registered below the dark center or pupil of each
said convex or hemi-spherical protrusion to prevent light rays
passing through said pupils from not substantially being
recycled and reflected back to the display.

3. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 2, wherein the voltage
source is switchable to apply:

a first voltage between the conductive light reflecting elec-
trode aligned with the pupils of the convex or hemi-
spherical protrusions on the inward surface of the trans-
parent sheet and the backplane electrode, to move
substantially all of the particles inwardly through the
apertured membrane toward the backplane electrode to
allow for total internal reflectance of light rays at the
convex or hemi-spherical surface; and

a second voltage between the light reflecting electrode and
the backplane electrode, to move substantially all of the
particles outwardly through the apertured membrane
toward the aligned or registered light reflecting electrode
to frustrate total internal reflectance of light rays at the
convex or hemi-spherical surface.

4. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness

enhancing structure according to claim 3, further comprising
a color filter array.
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5. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 4, further comprising
a front light.

6. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 3, further comprising
a front light.

7. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 2 wherein the conduc-
tive reflective apertured membrane is substantially aligned
with the pupils of the convex or hemi-spherical protrusions of
the transparent sheet is fabricated by a photolithographic
process.

8. A photolithographic process according to claim 7 com-
prising a combination of at least one or all of the following
sub-processes:

coating a photoresist layer atop the metal layer of the

membrane facing the hemispherical surface;
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irradiating the photoresist layer with collimated high inten-
sity light through the pupils of the hemi-spherical pro-
trusions;

developing the photoresist layer to leave a desired geomet-

ric pattern using a positive or negative resist method;
etching and removing the exposed unneeded metal layer;
etching the membrane to form apertures;

etching the protective metal layer on the membrane facing

the backplane electrode; and

stripping the remaining photoresist.

9. The totally internally reflective display with a brightness
enhancing structure according to claim 1 further comprising
a color filter array.

10. The totally internally reflective display with a bright-
ness enhancing structure according to claim 1, further com-
prising a front light.



